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Private doctors will no longer be provided with free COVID-19 drugs

COVID-19 has become a common respiratory viral infection. For the general public, symptoms of
SARS-CoV-2 infections are generally mild. Meanwhile, the monthly average number of treatment
courses of COVID-19 oral antiviral drugs prescribed by private doctors to eligible COVID-19
confirmed patients this year has dropped significantly compared to the past two years. Taking into
account the above factors, the Government ceases the special arrangement of providing free oral
antiviral drugs to private doctors for prescribing to eligible patients, which has been in place during
the pandemic on July 29.

The Government has reminded private doctors that if they intend to provide patients with COVID-
19 oral antiviral drug registered in Hong Kong, they can order them directly from the drug dealer,
prescribe the drug to patients and charge them.

Members of the public with clinical needs may approach their family doctors to enquire about the
availability and charges of COVID-19 oral antiviral drugs or make appointments for general out-
patient clinic (GOPC) services through the GOPC Telephone Appointment System or the "Book
GOPC" function on the Hospital Authority's (HA) one-stop mobile application "HA Go". GOPCs
under the HA will continue to prescribe the relevant drugs to eligible COVID-19 confirmed patients
with clinical needs according to their treatment guidelines. For more details of the GOPC services,
please visit the GOPC website: www.ha.org.hk/goto/gopc/en.

For details, please refer to the press release:
www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202507/17/P2025071700278.htm.
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